Steps to setup a custom weather product for scheduled paging.

Weather message recognizes the weather product identifiers in the Product.dat
file. In order to setup a custom weather product, you will have to modify a couple
of files.

The following information guides you through the steps of setting up a custom
product, setting up an alarm, setting up the custom product message and
establishing up a schedule.

1. Edit the Product.dat file located in the c:\program files\wxmesg directory.
This can be done with any editor, like notepad.

£ Product - Notepad Q@gl

File Edit Format Yiew Help

TCP,WwT,0,0,0,Public Tropical C¥c1une Advisory PN
TCS, Tx, 0,0,0,5atel1ite Tropical Cyclone Summary
TCU,wT,0,0,0,Tropical Cyclone Update

TV, wWT,1,1,0,Tropical Cyclone watch/warning
TIiD,SO,1,0,0,Tide Report

TMa, SE,0,0,0,Tsunami TidesSeismic Message Acknow]edgme
TOE,w2,1,0,0,%11 Telephone Qutage Emergency
TOR,wF,1,1,0,Tornado warning

TPT,Sx,0,0,0, Temperature Precipitation Tahle

TSM, SE,0,0,0,Tsunami Tidesseismic Message
T5T,NMNT,1,1,0,Test Message

TsU,wE,1,0,0, Tsunami watch,warning
TvL,FP,1,0,0,Travelers Forecast

Twh,aZ,0,0,0, Tropical weather Discussion

Two, AZ,0,0,0,Tropical weather outlook and Summary
TwS,AZ,0,0,0,Tropical weather Summary
UvI,AE,Q,0,0,UTtraviolet Index

vaA, Fv,0,0,0,volcanic activity advisory

VoW, wo,1,0,0,volcano warning F

£ »

Verify that you have a “TST” product. You will notice that | have a line like the
following:
TST,NT,1,1,0,Test Message

You must enter the custom product in the format shown. This establishes the
product as a valid weather product. The name of your test product can be
any description to fit your situation.

2. Next you will need to edit the WxCType.dat file.



B WxCType - Notepad  [2][E][X]
File Edit Format Yiew Help

You will see that | added the line “TST”. This establishes “TST” as a county
alarm that uses FIPS codes. Early versions of Weather Message may not
have this file. If you do not find the file, download WxCtype.dat from the
Weather Message website or request this from from help@wxmesg.com.

3. Next you need to setup an alarm in Weather Message.



Edit Alarm # 37 - TSTBMX

List Products  List Forecast Offices  List States

Alarm | Cient/Map | Pagng/EmailFax |  uchive/Himl/Exe
Product TSTEM: Test Message
WFO Birmingharn, AL
State Alabama L
Counties Tallapoosa ALCTZT ~ SetWTEC | WTEC Mat Active
O £rw County ALCooo
[ 4utauga ALCO0T
[ Baldwin ALCOO3
1 Earbour ALCODR ¥
L >
Match Text
Exclude Text Alarm Active

Save Cancel

Select your county as appropriate. You will need to select the paging group
and email group based on your needs. Note: In the following steps, you will
be creating a test message that will include your county FIPS code.

4. You now have a custom product established and an alarm to activate
when this message is issued. You will now setup a test message to
trigger this alarm.

Start NotePad, or the editor of your choice to create a message. Create a file
called TestMsg.txt in the c:\program files\wxmesg directory.



2 tstmsg - Notepad

File Edit Format YWiew Help

WUUSE2 KBMx $wxUTCH
TORBM=
ALCLZ3-FwxExpire$-

BULLETIM - EAS ACTIVATION REQUESTED
TEST TORMADD WARNING

LEE COUNTY EMERGEMCY MAMASEMEMT AGEMCY
fweDat et

THIZ IS A TEST TEZT TEST ©OF THE LEE COUNTY SEYWARM WEATHER
IMFORMATICN METWORE (LEESKYWIRD.

{Body of Message goes here. ]|
$%

Your message should be similar to the one above. The positioning of the
message information is critical. Save this file. This is the file that will be
used by WxScheduler to send this test message.

Note: TSTBMX is the AWIPS identifier. Since my WFO (weather forecast
office) is BMX, | used TSTBMX. You should enter your WFO, like “TSTMOB?”,
etc.

5. You are now ready to setup WxScheduler. Note: WxScheduler must be
running at all times for this message to be sent.

Start WxScheduler and click on setup. Select the first blank line, right click
and select edit.



Edit Scheduled Item

x]

Server Tupe (#)Local (OJHTTP  (OFTR

File Name c:hprogram files'wasmesghtetmeg. et

|ngest File Mame TOREM: tat

Schedule
Day of Month w | Dayof Weel wWednesday v
Week of Month w | Maonth A
Timne 12:30 At This Time Every Time [
Mezsage Duration | g5
Send Mow ] Disabled [] Drop Duplicates [
[ Save ] [ Cancel ]

This sets up the test message to be sent on the second Wednesday of each
month at 12:30 pm. The time is in 24 hour format. The default 15 minutes in
the duration field is adequate and should not have to be modified.

Click on Save to save this scheduled item. Note: If you click on the send
now field, the message will be immediately sent to Weather Message for
processing.

Notes:

This establishes a custom weather product to be sent at a user specified
interval.

If you are using the “Short Message” format, the program will send the
message title entered in step 1. It could be “Test Weather Page — Do not
respond”, instead of the “Test Weather Product”.

If you want to page something every day, leave the “day of week” and “week
of month” fields blank. Just enter the time that the alarm should be
generated. The program will send it at that time each day.



